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                               Grades 6 – 8 PWCS Summer Reading Program 

                                            Bull Run Middle School  

     

The purpose of the PWCS Summer Reading Program is to encourage students to enjoy quality literature and to continue developing 
their independent reading skills. Student participation in the program is voluntary. Students who choose to participate in the program 
are required to complete a minimum of two books.  
 
Students participating in the program in Grades 6 - 8 will complete a list of books read. The documentation is to include the name 
of the author, the title of the book, an explanation of the topic or plot of the book, and a parent or guardian statement that the 
student has completed the reading.   
 
Students in Grades 6 - 8 who participate in Prince William County Public Library's Summer Reading Program, the Public Library 
documentation will apply. Students will receive an extra “A” (100) for each book completed, for a total of two. The summer 
reading documentation will be submitted by the student by the end of the first week of school.  

The following titles are suggestions for summer reading. Other books selected by the student with guidance from a 
parent/guardian and/or librarian may be used. Participation in the PWC Public Library Summer Reading Program and its 
documentation is also acceptable. 
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PWCS Sixth Grade Summer Reading Program 

BRMS Suggested Reading 

The following titles are suggestions for summer reading. Other books selected by the student with guidance from a parent/guardian 
and/or librarian are also acceptable. Participation in the PWC Public Library Summer Reading Program and its documentation is also 
acceptable.  

 
Author Title Pub. 

Date 
Annotation 

Neal Shusterman 
and Eric Elfman 

Tesla’s Attic 
 

 
 

2013 

With a plot combining science and the supernatural, four kids 

are caught up in a dangerous plan concocted by Nikola Tesla. 
 

PWC Public Library: 11 copies 

Holly Black and 
Cassandra Clare 

The Iron Trials 
 

 
 

2014 

Warned away from magic all of his life, Callum endeavors to fail the trials 
that would admit him to the Magisterium only to be drawn into its ranks 

against his will and forced to confront dark elements from his past. 
 

PWC Public Library: 11 copies and eBook 
 

Lana Krumwiede 

Freakling 
 

 
 

2012 

After a traumatic accident removes his telekinetic ability, or psy, 
twelve-year-old Taemon is exiled to the "dud farm," where he is 

surprised to find kind, open people who enjoy using their hands 
but there are also mysteries at the colony and when Taemon 

unwittingly leaks one of the secrets he must find the courage to 

repair the damage, even if it means returning to the city from 
which he was banished. 

 
PWC Public Library: 10 copies 
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Jennifer L. Holm 

The Fourteenth 
Goldfish 

 

 
 

2014 

Ellie's scientist grandfather has discovered a way to reverse 

aging, and consequently has turned into a teenager--which 
makes for complicated relationships when he moves in with Ellie 

and her mother, his daughter. 

 
PWC Public Library: 18 copies and audiobook 

Linda Sue Park 

A long walk to water : 
based on a true story 

: a novel 
 

 
 

2010 

When the Sudanese civil war reaches his village in 1985, eleven-
year-old Salva becomes separated from his family and must 

walk with other Dinka tribe members through southern Sudan, 
Ethiopia, and Kenya in search of safe haven. Based on the life of 

Salva Dut, who, after emigrating to America in 1996, began a 
project to dig water wells in Sudan. 

 

PWC Public Library: 12 copies, eBook and audiobook 

Ann Martin 

Rain Reign 
 

 

2014 

Struggling with Asperger's, Rose shares a bond with her beloved 
dog, but when the dog goes missing during a storm, Rose is 

forced to confront the limits of her comfort levels, even if it 
means leaving her routines in order to search for her pet. 

 
PWC Public Library: 15 copies 

Lynda Mullaly 
Hunt 

One for the Murphy’s 
 

 
 

2012 

Carley struggles with being open to love after she suffers a betrayal that 
forces her to move in with a foster family. 

 
PWC Public Library: 15 copies 

http://titlepeek.fsc.follett.com/tp/query?action=3&subnumber=4500029&isbn=9780312643003&appid=4
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Louis Sachar 

Fuzzy Mud 
 

 
 

2015 

Two middle-grade kids take a shortcut home from school and discover 
what looks like fuzzy mud but is actually a substance with the potential to 

wreak havoc on the entire world. 
 

PWC Public Library: 6 copies and audiobook 

Stuart Gibbs 

Spy School 
 

 
 

2012 

Twelve-year-old Ben Ripley leaves his public middle school to attend the 
CIA's highly secretive Espionage Academy, which everyone is told is an 

elite science school. 
 

PWC Public Library: 15 copies 

Karen Harrington 

Courage for 
Beginners 

 

 
 

2014 

Twelve-year-old Mysti Murphy of Texas wishes she were a character in a 
book. If her life were fiction, she'd know how to solve her problems at 
school; take care of her family when her dad has to spend time in the 

hospital; and deal with her family's secret: that her mother is agoraphobic 
and never leaves the house 

 
PWC Public Library: 4 copies 

Cynthia 
Kodohata 

The Thing About Luck 
 

 
 

2013 

Just when twelve-year-old Summer thinks nothing else can possibly go 
wrong in a year of bad luck, an emergency takes her parents to Japan, 

leaving Summer to care for her little brother while helping her 
grandmother cook and do laundry for harvest workers. 

 
PWC Public Library: 7 copies 

http://titlepeek.fsc.follett.com/tp/query?action=3&subnumber=4500029&isbn=9780385743785&appid=4
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Tanya Lee Stone 

Nonfiction: 
Almost Astronauts: 

13 Women Who Dared 
To Dream 

 

 
 

2009 

Profiles thirteen women who challenged social norms and government 
policies to prove they could be exceptional astronauts. 

 
PWC Public Library: 5 copies and audiobook 

Georgia Bragg 

Nonfiction: 
How They Croaked: 

the Awful Ends of the 
Awfully Famous 

 

 
 

2011 

Shares the sometimes gruesome details of the deaths of nineteen famous 
historical figures, including King Tut, Pocahontas, George Washington, 

Edgar Allan Poe, and Marie Curie. 
 

PWC Public Library: 14 copies 
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PWCS Seventh Grade Summer Reading Program 

BRMS Suggested Reading 

The following titles are suggestions for summer reading. Other books selected by the student with guidance from a parent/guardian 
and/or librarian are also acceptable. Participation in the PWC Public Library Summer Reading Program and its documentation is also 
acceptable.  

 
Author Title Pub. 

Date 
Annotation 

Roland Smith 

Peak  
 

 
 

2007 

A fourteen-year-old boy attempts to be the youngest person to reach the 
top of Mount Everest. 

 
PWC Public Library: 7 copies and eBook 

Jennifer A. 
Nielsen 

Mark of the Thief 
 

 
 

2013 

When Nic, a slave in the mines outside of Rome, is forced to enter a 
sealed cavern containing lost treasures of Julius Caesar, he finds himself 
in possession of an ancient amulet filled with magic once reserved for the 
Gods, and becomes the center of a conspiracy to overthrow the emperor 

and destroy Rome. 
 

PWC Public Library: 6 copies, eBook, and audiobook 

Sheila Turnage 

Three Times Lucky 
 

 
 

2012 

Washed ashore as a baby in tiny Tupelo Landing, North Carolina, Mo 
LoBeau, now eleven, and her best friend Dale turn detective when the 
amnesiac Colonel, owner of a café and co-parent of Mo with his cook, 

Miss Lana, seems implicated in a murder. 
 

PWC Public Library: 19 copies, eBook, and audiobook 
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Gordon Korman 

Ungifted 
 

 
 

2012 

Due to an administrative mix-up, troublemaker Donovan Curtis is sent to 
the Academy of Scholastic Distinction, a special program for gifted and 

talented students, after pulling a major prank at middle school. 
 

PWC Pubic Library: 15 copies and audiobook 

Sarah Crossan 

The Weight of Water 
 

 
 

2013 

Twelve-year-old Kasienka and her mother have immigrated to Coventry, 
England from Poland, searching for Kasienka's father, but everyone is 

unfriendly except for an African neighbor and a boy Kasienka meets at the 
swimming pool, which is her only refuge from an alien society. 

 
PWC Public Library: 3 copies 

Roderick Gordon 
and Brian 
Williams 

Tunnels 
 

 
 

2008 

When Will Burrows and his friend Chester embark on a quest to find Will's 
archaeologist father, who has inexplicably disappeared, they are led to a 
labyrinthine world underneath London, full of sinister inhabitants with evil 

intentions toward "Topsoilers" like Will and his father. 
 

PWC Public Library: 4 copies and audiobook 

Derek Jeter 

The Contract 
 

 
 

2014 

In Kalamazoo, Michigan, eight-year-old Derek Jeter, who dreams of 
playing for the New York Yankees, learns what it takes to be a champion 

on and off the field. 
 

PWC Public Library: 7 copies and eBook 
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Blue Balliet 

Hold Fast 
 

 
 

2013 

On a cold winter day in Chicago, Early's father disappeared, and now she, 
her mother and her brother have been forced to flee their apartment and 

join the ranks of the homeless--and it is up to Early to hold her family 
together and solve the mystery surrounding her father. 

 
PWC Public Library: 5 copies 

Kwame 
Alexander 

Booked 
 

 
 

2016 

Twelve-year-old Nick loves soccer and hates books, but soon learns the 
power of words as he wrestles with problems at home, stands up to a 

bully, and tries to impress the girl of his dreams. 
 

PWC Public Library: 6 copies 

Shane Peacock 

Eye of Crow 
 

 
 

2007 

In 1867, Sherlock Holmes, an impoverished young outcast with a Jewish 
father and a highborn mother, visits the scene of a woman's brutal 

murder, where he meets a wrongly accused young Arab and becomes a 
suspect himself. 

 
PWC Public Library: 7 copies 

Jacqueline 
Woodson 

Brown Girl Dreaming 
 

 
 

2013 

The author shares her childhood memories and reveals the first sparks 
that ignited her writing career in free-verse poems about growing up in the 

North and South.  
 

PWC Public Library: 15 copies, eBook, and audiobook 
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Susan Campbell 
Bartoletti 

Nonfiction:  
Terrible typhoid Mary 
: a true story of the 
deadliest cook in 

America  

 

2015 

Tells the story of early-twentieth-century Irish-American cook Mary 
Mallon, who was immortalized as "Typhoid Mary" after a sanitary engineer 

traced a 1904 typhoid fever outbreak back to her Long Island kitchen. 
 

PWC Public Library: 4 copies and eBook 

written and 
illustrated by Don 

Brown 

Nonfiction: 
Drowned City: 

Hurricane Katrina and 
New Orleans 

 

 
 

2015 

Presents a graphic novel portraying the experiences of people in New 
Orleans suffering the damage done by Hurricane Katrina. Discusses the 
stories of heroic struggle and sacrifice done by real people to escape the 
disaster, as well as highlighting the failings of the government in dealing 

with the damage. 
 

PWC Public Library: 4 copies 

http://titlepeek.fsc.follett.com/tp/query?action=3&subnumber=4500029&isbn=9780544313675&appid=4
http://titlepeek.fsc.follett.com/tp/query?action=3&subnumber=4500029&isbn=9780544157774&appid=4
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PWCS Eighth Grade Summer Reading Program 

BRMS Suggested Reading 

The following titles are suggestions for summer reading. Other books selected by the student with guidance from a parent/guardian 
and/or librarian are also acceptable. Participation in the PWC Public Library Summer Reading Program and its documentation is also 
acceptable.  

 
Author Title Pub. 

Date 
Annotation 

Audrey Vernick 

Screaming at the Ump 
 

 
 

2014 

Twelve-year-old Casey lives with his father and grandfather at their 
family-run umpire school, and as he deals with middle school and his 

mother's unwelcome return, he stumbles on a sensational story that has 
him questioning his dream of becoming a journalist. 

 
PWC Public Library: 4 copies 

Mark Walden 

H.I.V.E. : Higher 
Institute of Villainous 

Education 
 

 
 

2006 

Thirteen-year-old orphan Otto Malpense, identified as a boy with a special 
talent for villainy, is kidnapped and taken to the remote Higher Institute of 

Villainous Education, or H.I.V.E., where he is enrolled in a six-year 
training program and immediately begins formulating a plan to escape. 

 
PWC Public Library: 5 copies 

James Dashner 

The Eye of Minds 
 

 
 

2013 

Michael is a skilled internet gamer in a world of advanced technology. 
When a cyber-terrorist begins to threaten players, Michael is called upon 

to seek him and his secrets out.  
 

PWC Public Library: 11 copies 
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Ransom Riggs 

Miss Peregrine’s 
Home for Peculiar 

Children 
 

 
 

2011 

While sixteen-year-old Jacob's grandfather Abe lies dying from a 
mysterious attack, he pleads with Jacob to travel to a remote island off the 
coast of Wales to find the orphanage where Abe grew up and discover its 

peculiar inhabitants who appear to be trapped in time. 
 

PWC Public Library: 15 copies 

Gary D. Schmidt 

Orbiting Jupiter 
 

 
 

2015 

Jack, 12, tells the gripping story of Joseph, 14, who joins his family as a 
foster child. Damaged in prison, Joseph wants nothing more than to find 
his baby daughter, Jupiter, whom he has never seen. When Joseph has 
begun to believe he'll have a future, he is confronted by demons from his 

past that force a tragic sacrifice. 
 

PWC Public Library: 6 copies 

April Henry 

Girl, Stolen 
 

 
 

2010 

When an impulsive carjacking turns into a kidnapping, Griffin, a high 
school dropout, finds himself more in sympathy with his wealthy, blind 

victim, sixteen-year-old Cheyenne, than with his greedy father. 
 

PWC Public Library: 1 copy 

L. A. Meyer 

Bloody Jack  
 

 
 

2002 

Reduced to begging and thievery in the streets of London, a thirteen-year-
old orphan disguises herself as a boy and connives her way onto a British 

warship set for high sea adventure in search of pirates. 
 

PWC Public Library: 3 copies, eBook, and audiobook 
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Kathy Mackel 

Boost 
 

 
 

2010 

Thirteen-year-old Savvy is the star player of the girls basketball team, but, 
despite her height and skills, Savvy struggles with her self-confidence and 
searches for some way to boost her performance, but when steroids are 
found in her bag, Savvy denies they are hers and the rumors start to fly. 

 
PWC Public Library: 2 copies 

Sara Raasch 

Snow like Ashes 
 

 
 

2014 

Orphaned Meira, a fierce chakram-wielding warrior from the Kingdom of 
Winter, must struggle to free her people from the tyranny of an opposing 

kingdom while also protecting her own destiny. 
 

PWC Public Library: 6 books, eBook, and audiobook 

Debra Driza 

Mila 2.0 
 

 
 

2013 

Sixteen-year-old Mila discovers she is not who--or what--she thought she 
was, which causes her to run from both the CIA and a rogue intelligence 

group. 
 

PWC Public Library: 7 copies 

Padma 
Venkatraman 

A Time to Dance 
 

 
 

2014 

In India, a girl who excels at Bharatanatyam dance refuses to give up 
after losing a leg in an accident. 

 
PWC Public Library: 8 copies 

http://titlepeek.fsc.follett.com/tp/query?action=3&subnumber=4500029&isbn=0142415391&appid=4
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Maya Van 
Wagenen 

Nonfiction: 
Popular : a memoir : 
vintage wisdom for a 

modern geek 
 

 
 

2014 

Stuck at the bottom of the social ladder at school, Maya Van Wagenen 
decided to begin a unique experiment: spend the school year following a 
1950s popularity guide, written by former teen model Betty Cornell. The 
results are painful, funny, and include an unexpected meeting with Betty 

Cornell herself. 
 

PWC Public Library: 6 copies 

Don Mitchell 

Nonfiction: 
The Freedom Summer 

Murders 
 

 

2014 

Look at how the disappearance and murders of civil rights workers Mickey 
Schwerner, Andrew Goodman, and James Chaney would help bring 

about civil rights and social justice. 
 

PWC Public Library: 6 copies 
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PWCS Summer Reading Program 

Virginia Readers’ Choice 

The following titles are suggestions for summer reading. Other books selected by the student with guidance from a parent/guardian 
and/or librarian are also acceptable. Participation in the PWC Public Library Summer Reading Program and its documentation is also 
acceptable.  

At Bull Run Middle School, Virginia Readers' Choice is a virtual book club that features ten books selected by the 
Virginia State Reading Association. All grade levels are invited to participate in the book club. Students are 

required to read 4 of the 10 books and complete an online reflection after reading. All students that complete 
those tasks are invited to attend a celebration in March to vote for their favorite book during their lunch period. 

Read a VRC book today! 

 
Author Title Pub. 

Date 
Annotation 

Kwame 
Alexander 

Crossover 
 

 
 

2014 

Fourteen-year-old twin basketball stars Josh and Jordan wrestle 

with highs and lows on and off the court as their father ignores 
his declining health. 

 
PWC Public Library: 24 copies and eBook 

Cynthia DeFelice 

Fort 
 

 
 

2015 

Wyatt and his friend Augie are enjoying the fort they built, but 
when two older boys mess with it and with another kid who can't 

fight back, they launch Operation Doom to get back at the 
bullies. 

 

PWC Public Library: 17 copies 
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Kate Messner 

All the Answers 
 

 
 

2015 

Twelve-year-old Ava finds an old pencil in her family's junk 
drawer and discovers, during a math test, that it will answer 

factual questions, so she and her best friend Sophie have a 
great time--and Ava grows in self-confidence--until the pencil 

reveals a truth about her family that Ava would rather not know. 
 

PWC Public Library: 18 copies 

J.A. White 

The Thickety: A Path 
Begins 

 

 
 

2014 

When twelve-year-old Kara discovers her mother's grimoire in 
the dangerous forest, she must decide if she'll use it, even 

though such magic is forbidden. 

 
PWC Public Library: 17 copies and electronic audiobook 

Dianne K. 
Salerni 

The Eighth Day 
 

 
 

2014 

Orphan Jax Aubrey doesn't expect much on his thirteenth 
birthday, but when he discovers there's an extra day squeezed 
between Wednesday and Thursday whose origins are rooted in 

Arthurian legend, it's clear his life will never be the same. 
 

PWC Public Library: 14 copies and eBook 

A.B. Westrick 

Brotherhood 
 

 
 

2013 

The year is 1867, and the South has lost the Civil War. Those on 
the lowest rungs, like Shad's family, fear that the freed slaves 
will take the few jobs available. In this climate of despair and 

fear, a group has formed. Today we know it as the KKK. 
 

PWC Public Library: 13 copies 
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Kristin Levine 

The Paper Cowboy 
 

 

2014 

In a small town near Chicago in 1953, twelve-year-old Tommy 

faces escalating problems at home, among his Catholic school 
friends, and with the threat of a communist living nearby, but 
taking over his hospitalized sister's paper route introduces him 

to neighbors who he comes to rely on for help. 
 

PWC Public Library: 12 copies 

Gail Jarrow 

Red Madness 
 

 
 

2014 

Provides an account of the mysterious disease called pellagra 

that spread across the American South in the early 1900s that 
made people weak, disfigured, and insane and sometimes 

caused their deaths; and discusses how doctors and public 
health officials found the cause of the illness and stopped the 

epidemic. 

 
PWC Public Library: 8 copies 

Pam Munoz 
Ryan 

Echo 
 

 
 

2015 

Lost in the Black Forest, Otto meets three mysterious sisters and finds 
himself entwined in a prophecy, a promise, and a harmonica--and 

decades later three children, Friedrich in Germany, Mike in Pennsylvania, 
and Ivy in California find themselves caught up in the same thread of 
destiny in the darkest days of the twentieth century, struggling to keep 

their families intact, and tied together by the music of the same 
harmonica. 

 
PWC Public Library: 12 copies and audiobook 

Jonathan Stroud 

The Screaming 
Staircase 

 

 
 

2013 

Follows three young operatives of a psychic detection agency as they 
battle an epidemic of ghosts in London. 

 
PWC Public Library: 18 copies and audiobook 

 


